
Hrebik, Jennifer  Jack
Acct Number:
Address........:

Phone 1...........:
Phone 2....:

46070 Patient ID: A
6201 Hillsview Ave.
Alexandria, VA 22310
(301) 305-4357  ()
(   )    -  ()

Sex.......:    MN
DOB......:    01/30/2010

Weight.:  0kg.
Age......:  8 years and 3 months old

Primary Hospital: Primary Doctor:Springfield Animal Hospital Dr. Oldfield

Next Appointment:

04/26/2018 Note ONCO MR: Initial Consult  MM                 FINAL Provider: Dr. Elsa Beck 

Apr 26, 2018

History:  Jack is a 8yr old MN Labrador mix. He was seen by the Animal Dental Clinic on 
1/23/18 for evaluation of a oral mass. It was removed, biopsied and the histopathology was 
diagnostic for malignant melanoma with lymphatic invasion. Jack was then seen by Oncology at 
South Paws and completed his fourth melanoma vaccine on 3/23/18.  -edl  Melanoma Vaccines 
given:  2/9/18 R thigh, 2/23/18 L thigh, 3/9/18 R thigh, 3/23/18 L thigh

Jack seems to be doing well. He's had a bit of a runny nose and some sneezing for the last month. 
His stool has been relatively normal, but a bit dry, and he has started scooting and trying to poop 
more. He has also been obsessed with eating tissues over the last few days. Owner would like a 
second opinion, to be proactive and work with the holistic vet as well. -edl

Blood work last done:   N/A
Biopsy Report:  1/24/18 Malignant melanoma with lymphatic invasion, but no growth detected 
in LN
Date of initial diagnosis:   1/24/18
3 view thoracic radiographs:  1/31/18 WNL. 3/23/18 WNL, no signs of mets
U/S:  N/A

Current diet: Answers ketogenic raw
Current medications:  Cas Options BID, AHCC 750mg BID, Beta Glucan 500mg BID, 
Decarboxylated Hemp CBD 750-900mg  BID, Neoplasene 22m/kg BID

Physical Exam:  super cute boy who looks to be such an athlete!

T 99    P 80    R pant/0   p/1        
Weight: 57.6  lbs       (26.18 kgs)  (0.88 m2)

Heart auscults with no obvious murmur or arrhythmia, pulses are regular, strong, synchronous
Lungs sound clear on auscultation, no referred upper airway sounds. 
Abdomen  not painful, no masses or fluid found 
Musculoskeletal:  ambulatory x 4, no discomfort on gentle palpation of legs, no lameness. 
Neurological:  bright, alert and responsive, no cranial nerve deficits
Eyes/Ears/Nose/Throat:  pink, moist mucous membranes, CRT<2, normal aging changes

no evidence of tumor
Peripheral Lymph nodes: all were small and soft except for scar tissue or mild enlargement L 
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mand
Integument & Hydration: within normal limits, great hair coat

Assessment:  Jack's tumor was completely removed, albeit with small margins.  Although the 
biopsy suggested tumor cells in the vasculature,  no tumor was found when the lymph nodes were 
biopsied.  Unfortunately, the growth rate was higher than we would like and the cells were 
pleomorphic.  However, so far he is doing quite well and feels great!

General background: 
Melanoma is one of the most common oral tumors in dogs.  These tumors are considered 
malignant due to their ability to invade surrounding tissues and spread to other organs such as the 
lymph nodes and lungs.  Prognosis depends upon several factors including: size of the tumor; 
spread to lymph nodes or lungs; site of the tumor (tumors along gum line or lip may not be as 
malignant); ability to remove the tumor adequately; proliferation indices of the tumor (how 
aggressive it appears on biopsy). 

Treatment options to consider:  
Treatment consists of surgery to remove the primary tumor followed by radiation therapy 

and/or chemotherapy. Surgery is the mainstay of treatment but surgery alone has generally been 
shown to not completely cure dogs as most dogs develop metastatic disease.  Because of this we 
recommend following up with the melanoma vaccine to delay and suppress any systemic spread. 
The melanoma vaccine is given every 2 weeks for 4 treatments.  Recent updated 
recommendations advise booster vaccines to be given at 6 month intervals. A newer approach is 
to consider metronomic chemotherapy or a growth inhibitor (tyrosine kinase inhibitor), such as 
Palladia, which are tablets to be given at home.  Although very promising, the research on this is 
very preliminary

In situations where the tumor was not completely removed, and a second surgery is not 
feasible, radiation therapy can kill residual disease at the initial site of surgery. This helps to 
provide good local control, but does not address the possible metastatic disease elsewhere in the 
body.  We discussed radiation therapy today, the way it is administered and possible side effects 
with treatment.  In situations where the tumor is too large to remove, treatment with the vaccine, 
chemotherapy, or radiation can shrink these tumors to hopefully make it more amenable to 
surgery provide relief. 

Some dogs benefit from various medications to strengthen the immune system such as 
CAS options, omega 3 fatty acids and other supplements.

Plan:  Mom will consider the metronomic protocol (cytoxan, chlorambucil or CCNU) and discuss 
these options with Dr. Mallu.  

Treatments given today:  none

Medications to give at home:   continue as you have been

Diet:  Jack should continue with his very excellent diet

Exercise:  Jack should continue with his normal routine, and enjoy his dock diving as long as he 
can.

Given the amount of tick borne disease, I suggest you continue to give Jack his tick 
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preventative.

Please let us know if there is something we can help you with.  I suggest he have another 
vaccine in 4 to 5 months, and radiographs if you want to know.

It was a pleasure to meet you and Jack today.  Please feel free to call if you have any 
questions or if we can help you in any way.   The direct phone for Oncology is (703) 281-2277 
or you may reach us through The Hope Center Emergency Department at (703) 281-5121.

Elsa Beck, DVM, PhD, DACVIM (oncology), DACVR

For all medications that need to be refilled please call our office at least 3-4 days prior to your 
pet's prescriptions running out.  Dr Beck is in the office Monday through Thursday.  Routine 
requests must be made on these days. 

In accordance with Virginia State law, Hope Advanced Veterinary Center is prohibited from 
allowing the return/refund of any prescription medication once it has left our facility.  
Additionally, all "controlled substance" medications are nonrefundable once they have been 
prescribed; fees may still apply even if the medication is no longer requested or taken at time of 
discharge.

For any questions on Jack's health,  please call (703) 281-5121

Hope Advanced Veterinary Center - Vienna
140 Park Street SE
Vienna, VA 22180
(703) 281-5121

Information for Jack Hrebik
Page  3 of  3


